The Climate Change Crisis
Biographies

Sir John Houghton

John Houghton CBE FRS was educated at Rhyl Grammar School and Jesus College, Oxford. During his career as a scientist he has held positions of Professor of Atmospheric Physics at Oxford and Chief Executive of the Meteorological Office. On the formation of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 1988, he was appointed chairman of its Scientific Assessment – a position he held until 2002. 
After retiring from the Met Office in 1991, he became chairman of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution (1992-8). He is currently President of the John Ray Initiative and a Trustee of the Shell Foundation. 
His many awards include the Japan Prize (2006), International Meteorological Organisation Prize (1998), gold medals from the Royal Astronomical Society and the Royal Meteorological Society and honorary doctorates from 12 UK universities including Oxford and Wales. His books include Global Warming: the Complete Briefing (4th edition 2009), and The search for God: can science help.
Dr John Weaver

John has been the Principal of the South Wales Baptist College since September 2001. Before going to Cardiff he was Director of Pastoral Studies and Tutor & Fellow in Pastoral Theology, Regent's Park College for 10 years and before that pastor of Highfield Baptist Church, Northamptonshire for 11 years.
John was born and brought up in Cardiff and attended Bethel Baptist Church, Whitchurch, where he was baptised in 1961. He married Sheila in 1969 and they have three married children: Elizabeth, Richard and Joanna, and six grandchildren. Sheila and John are members of Tabernacle Baptist Church Penarth, where John is an elder.
 
He was a student at University College of Wales, Swansea from 1965 to 1971, where he gained a BSc and PhD in Geology. 
From 1971 to1978 John was a Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in the School of Earth Sciences, University of Derby. During this time he was church secretary at Belper Baptist Church.   Following a call to ministry he trained at Regent’s Park College, Oxford, where he gained an MA in Theology.
 
John has taught various aspects of pastoral training, with a special emphasis on preaching and communicating the Gospel. At Oxford and Cardiff Universities he has taught both Practical Theology and the Dialogue between Christianity and Science. 
He was given a Templeton Award for his work in Science and Christianity at Oxford in 1998.  He has been a director of the John Ray Initiative – connecting environment, science and Christianity, since 2006, and chair since 2009.
Richard Weaver

Richard Weaver is Tearfund’s Senior Policy Adviser on Environment and Disasters and leads the advocacy work of the organization in this area. Currently the focus of this advocacy work is on increasing international action on climate change, including through influencing UK and EU policies, and work with allies in developed and developing countries. Tearfund was the first UK development organization to get involved with the climate change negotiations, and Tearfund continues to play a leading role in NGO advocacy on the issue, both in the UK and internationally. 

 

This is Richard’s second spell at Tearfund, having previously worked at Tearfund for six years as a Desk Officer, managing strategy and relationships with partner organizations in Central America, and working as a Senior Policy Adviser. Between these spells at Tearfund, Richard coordinated the advocacy of EU-CORD, a European network of 20 European relief and development agencies with members in 10 European countries, and was based in Brussels for two years. 
Richard has also lived and worked in Brazil and Peru and has extensive experience of working with agencies in the developing world through his work. 

