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Psalm 23

A psalm of David.

"The Loo is my shepherd, [
shall lack nothing.
He makes me lie down in
green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet
waters,
> he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of
righteousness.
for his name's sake.
*Even though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death,
1 will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

*You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my
enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows
*Surely goodness and love will
follow me
all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house
of the Lorp
forever.

Psalm 24
Of David. A pralm,

"The earth is the Loro's, and
everything in it,
the world, and all who live
init;
*for he founded it upon the
seas
and established it upon the
waters

"Who may ascend the hill of
the Lorp?
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Session 2:
The Lord is my Shepherd – Poetic analysis of Psalm 23

1. In your group, on arrival, share your thoughts on how the text of John 1.17 and Matthew 3.11 should best be laid out.










2. And cut up the text of Psalm 23 into segments, as indicated by the dotted lines below.











(
	1a

1b
	Yahweh (is) my shepherd

Not 
will I lack

	2a

2b

3a

3b
	In pastures 
of fresh-grass 
he causes-to-lie-down me

Beside waters 
of rest 

he leads me

My soul 


he restores
He guides 


me 
in paths of righteousness

	3c
	for the sake of his name

	4a

4b
	Even though 
I walk 

in death-shadow valley

Not 

will I fear 
bad

	5a

5b

6a

6b
	Because 
you 
(are) with me

Your rod and your staff 
they comfort me

You set in order 
before my face a table 
in front of my enemies

You anoint 

with oil 
my head

	6c
	My cup is saturated/completely full


 [LXX: Your cup satiates like the best (wine)]

	7a

7b
	Surely, goodness and loving-kindness shall pursue me 
all the days of my life

 And I will dwell in the house of Yahweh, 


for length of days


3. Psalm 23 (NIV)
A Psalm of David. 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
4. Psalm 23 in Hebrew and English Interlinear
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BOOK I
Psalms 1-41

Psalm 1

‘Blessed is the man
who does not walk in the
counsel of the wicked
or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers.
*But his delight is in the law of
the Loro,
and on his law he meditates
day and night
*He is like a tree planted by
streams of water,
which yields its fruit in
season
and whose leaf does not
wither.
Whatever he does prospers.

“Not 50 the wicked!
They are like chaff
that the wind blows away.
“Therefore the wicked will not
stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the assembly
of the righteous.

*For the Lorp watches over the
way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked
will perish.

Psalm 2

‘Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in
vain?
“The kings of the earth take
their stand
and the rulers gather
together
Ralant eha ¥ s
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5. Homework: 

Psalm 1 in Hebrew and English Interlinear
Resources
a. If you are to read the Bible in 3D, in this manner, it is essential that you have the resource in English to do this for yourself.  Probably the most appropriate books to buy are in (ii) and (iii) below:

b. The New Greek-English Interlinear New Testament, with NRSV (Brown, Comfort, Douglas – Tyndale House)

£23.39 on Amazon; and a Personal Size = £12.94 on Amazon 

(The RECOMMENDED one for NT study).  Well worth reading the Introduction, to understand the approach taken and the basic issues of translating from the Greek to English.  Based on the latest accredited version of the Greek Text (Nestle-Alland 27th Edition).

c. The Interlinear NIV Hebrew-English Old Testament: Genesis-Malachi (Zondervan) by John R. III Kohlenberger (Hardcover) – Amazon second hand around £50; New Eden.co.uk for around £60.

d. For those who want to consider additional resources, consider the following:

e. Greek and English Interlinear New Testament, with NASB + NIV (Mounce and Mounce - Zondervan)

£22.39.  Again, read the introduction.  Strong emphasis on ‘proper’ translation of the Greek into English.   Of course, this is correct if you want ‘proper English’, but for this kind of study, what we want is ‘proper Greek’ (or ‘proper Hebrew’ in the OT).  We want to see the pattern of words as given in the ancient language, not just the correct idiom in English.

f. Net Bible – www.net.bible.org & the NET Learning Environment – amazing free resource!  Usually quite literal, but sometimes arranges the text in ‘proper’ English, obscuring the underlying patterns of words.
g. Young’s Literal Translation Bible – http://youngsliteraltranslation.com/.  An excellent literal translation of the Bible, available for free online, based on the same principle being emphasised here, retaining the literal translation and structure of the original language.  But, as it was completed in 1898, it is based on the ‘Textus Receptus’, which was the Greek text used for the King James Version.  Since that time, additional ancient manuscripts have come to light, and scholars have continually refined the most likely ‘original’ text, so sometimes, Young’s will not have the most accurate translation, because it is based on a less accredited text (see the next point).

h. The Greek New Testament (for those who know some basic Greek) – the latest version is published by the United Bible Society as The UBS Greek New Testament (Fourth Edition), based on the Nestle-Alland Greek New Testament 27th Edition.  An excellent version of this is the UBS Greek English New Testament Reader’s Edition with Textual Notes (ISBN: 978-3-438-051530), which includes a running Greek-English Dictionary at the bottom of each page, that identifies and concisely defines infrequently used words and irregular word forms in their immediate context (Amazon £28.13)

i. Bibleworks 8 – the premier Bible research software for the PC around £220

j. Accordance – the equivalent for the Mac (Scholar’s 9 Introductory Bundle available for £94)

k. i-Phone Apps

i. Greek New Testament and BHS Hebrew Old Testament for BibleReader (£27.99)

ii. The Greek Reader App. on i-Phone – gives you the meaning of all the words in the Greek New Testament which occur 100 times or less.  Based on Thayer’s Greek Lexicon (£0.59)

iii. Accordance – this available as above in (j) for iphone


