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CICC Cafe: Biblefresh Insights

Aim for the Series: 

1. To discover the way God writes – the biblical (Hebrew) worldview, culture, literature

2. To develop new skills in enjoying and meditating on the inspired text of scripture
3. To appreciate the benefits that come from studying Torah in fellowship with others

Session 4:
How does God write?  The Concept of Woven (or Tabulated) Text
1. Gathering and socialising

a. Welcome people as they arrive, encourage to obtain refreshments and to join a table
b. Small groups at tables

i. Introduce each other and share any insights from last week on Isaiah 53 (Item 1)
ii. Cut up the text of the Decalogue, using the scissors on each table.  (Also highlighting pens should be available on each table for later).
iii. Also have a second sheet in their handout with the Decalogue that is for reading whole
c. Formal Welcome, and Prayer

2. Review the Series and this evening

a. The Series, Biblefresh Insights – celebrating the Biblefresh year, the 400th Anniversary of the King James Version.  This Cafe series is to give people fresh ways to study the Bible
b. Review the first three sessions

i. Session 1 – Called ‘Glory to God – Speaking with Angels’ Tongues – parallelism within one verse

ii. Session 2 – The Lord is my Shepherd – parallelism across 6 verses, one whole psalm

iii. Session 3 – Behold my Servant – parallelism across 15 verses, one whole Song
c. Remind of Parallelism and Inverted Parallelism
d. Seeing the text ‘in depth’ – the 3D insight on the scriptures

3. Teaching the Concept – Tabulated or Woven Text

a. Ask: How does God write?  When did God actually write?  Gain two answers – with the Decalogue, with Belshazzar (and someone may say in Creation also, and maybe even Jesus writing on the ground, with the woman caught in adultery)

b. On Tables!
c. But read the Ten Words how we normally read it, as prose (Item 2)

4. Exercise

a. The Ten Words are grouped on your sheet (NB.  The list of 10 used is as shown by the divisions in the Torah, and as used by the RC and Lutheran Churches, NOT the one as used by modern Judaism and most Protestant Churches.  NB. The separation of the ‘tenth’ command in the ‘Protestant’ list into two commands, 9 and 10, on coveting.  The only two with repeated verb – Do not covet...  Also note the merging of commands 1 and 2 into one, on God and forbidding idolatry).
b. Set out the Ten Words in order, as if on the 2 Tablets of stone
c. How would they be laid out, do you think, on the two tables? (Most would think 1-5, then 6-10), as shown in every illustration one has seen from childhood.
d. Now read Exodus 32 – explain the text.  It should probably be read as: ‘writing on the two tablets alternately’, rather than on both surfaces of both tablets.  So command 1 and 2 are paired, 3 and 4, etc.
e. Now set out in 5 pairs, as if on the two tables, in parallel or in stereo!  (Distribute Handout 2 – the single page tabulated Decalogue
f. Meditate on the rows and columns in groups, and highlight any connections or observations using the highlighting pens.
g. Share the observations in plenary
h. Refer to the paper by Moshe Kline in the Resources (Item 5), for an amazing insight into the details of this tabulated/woven text in the Decalogue.
5. Teaching

a. The Two Speakings – ‘The Lord said to Moses, speak to the sons of Israel...’ – The first speaking was from God to Moses, and he saw the revelation in the Mount, like a Prophetic Word.  The second speaking was from Moses to the people at the bottom of the Mount, like linear teaching or instruction.  Both speakings can be heard in the written text today, through the linear reading and through the tabulated reading.
b. Ancient writing and pictures were set in parallel and tables (show the picture examples, like the Merepthah Stele, Migdal Stone, Assyrian Tablet, Code of Hammarabi, Papyrus of Ani)
c. The most ancient technology was weaving!  Explain concept of warp and weft, to make patterns!  It seems highly probable that when people wrote, they would conceive it as ‘weaving words’ in a similar kind of manner, with horizontal themes overlaid on background vertical themes
d. Another time God wrote in the Bible – Belshazzar – Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin – could well have been written as a table – Numbered, Numbered, Weighed, Divided – NB. The concept of the Balance, the weighing scales, is similar, truths being placed on either side as ‘weights’ in opposition, over against each other.
e. Like Isaiah says – line upon line!  (Isa 28.10, 13)
f. Another time God wrote: Jesus in John 8, with the woman caught in adultery, writing on ground twice!  NB. This incident addresses the two central commands – killing and adultery! (show Decalogue to show Words 3A and 3B)
g. Notice one of the verses we looked at in session 2 – Law through Moses came, grace and truth through Jesus Christ became!  Two kinds of revelation – through Moses, through Jesus Christ.  Law/Torah/Instruction over against grace and truth.  And grace over against truth!
h. Another writing by God: Words written on the tablets of your heart!  Jer 31.33 (and with connection to Ezek 11.15 and 36.26), and quoted in 2Cor 3.2-3
i. NB.  Our heart is a 2x2 table! (show section of heart drawing!)
j. As human beings, from the beginning the Bible affirms that we are created in the image of God!   Our body is largely made up of pairs in mirrored image.  Psalm 139 – woven together as a foetus in the womb
k. Example – the brain is a balanced pair
l. NB. The Functions of two sides of brain.  And not simply two opposites, such as logic and artistic, but a synthesis – even the logic or the art needs the other side to co-ordinate and to provide necessary data to be ‘whole’.
m. And even at the cellular level – The DNA double helix – a string of simple ‘letters’ (Four bases: Adenine and Thymine, Guanine and Cytosine), with their paired opposite, making up a double helix, like a woven thread of digital information.
n. And the Bible says there are two revelations that speak of God (Psalm 19) – the revelation of creation and the revelation in the law!  Both speak!   We can see God manifested in creation and we also hear his voice in the law written in our hearts, in our consciences!
6. Homework!
a. Do some further meditation on the text of Decalogue
b. Read Moshe Kline’s paper on The Decalogue

c. Explore the Interlinear Bible on web.

7. Resources – see handout. 
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