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Session 5:
In the Beginning – An Example of Woven Text
1. Introductions, Sharing Homework and Preparing Text

· In your group, on arrival, share any further thoughts you have had from last week, on the Decalogue and the concept of woven or tabulated text
· Cut up the text of Genesis 1.1-2.4, as indicated.

2. In the Beginning
· Read the text of Genesis 1.1-2.4 (the first Unit of text in the book of Genesis)
· You can extract the literal English translation from the Interlinear Hebrew/English Bible or for free online at: http://interlinearbible.org/
3. Homework: 

Meditate further on this foundational unit for the whole bible 
4. Resources

a. The Interlinear Bible – go online at http://interlinearbible.org/ and explore the wealth of this resource.

b. Moshe Kine’s paper on The Creation Weave
http://chaver.com/Torah-New/English/Articles/The%20Creation%20Weave.htm 

c. Moshe Kline’s complete ‘Structured Torah’, with highlights in colour to show the connections

http://chaver.com/Torah-New/English/Text/The%20Structured%20Torah%20(JPS%201917).pdf 

d. The Five Books of Moses – Everett Fox (The Schoken Bible)

e. The Five Books of Moses – Robert Alter (Norton)
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In the Beginning Genesis Unit I (1.1-2.3)

(
	1 In beginning,
created 
God
                            
the heavens 

                         
& the earth
	2 
Now     
the earth

was  formless and empty


& 
darkness

over surface of deep


& 
Spirit of God
hovering over surface of the waters



	3 And God said:

Let be light

& light was.
4       & God   saw              the light that it was good

& God   separated   between the light

&                                 between the darkness

5       & God   
called to      the light            ‘Day’

& he

called to      the darkness    ‘Night’

And evening was and morning was Day One


	14 And God said

                 Let be lights    in expanse of the heavens

                            to separate    between the day

                           &                       between the night

              & let them be 
      as signs and for seasons

              &                             for days and years
15           
& let them be 
      for lights     in expanse of the heavens

                                             to give light on the earth

             And it was so.

16 And God made two of the lights, the great ones,




The greater light for governing of the day




The lesser light for governing of the night

                                                                   Also the stars.

17 And God set them     in expanse of the heavens 


                                    to give light on the earth.
18 
&

to govern over the day 

   
&                                                     over the night

   
&

to separate     
between the light 

&



between the darkness.

And God saw that it was good.

19 And evening was and morning was fourth day



	6 And God said


Let be    
an expanse    between the waters


& become
separating     between waters  from the waters.

7        So God made          the expanse


& he separated   between the waters which from under the expanse

&          between the waters which from above the expanse

                             And it was so

8      And God called to the expanse ‘Heavens’

And evening was and morning was second day


	20 And God said


Let   the waters   
teem 
with the teeming living creature


& let  bird

 fly         
above the earth 



across face of expanse of the heavens

21 
So God created      
the great sea creatures

     
&

every living & moving thing 




with which the waters teem 






according to their kind,

     
&                        
 every winged bird
according to its kind.

And God saw that it was good.

22 
And God blessed them, saying:


Be fruitful! And increase!  And fill!   the waters    
in the seas


And let the bird increase


from the earth.

23 And evening was and morning was fifth day




	9 And God said


Let -be-gathered    
the waters    from under the heaven





to one place

         
& let –be-seen
the dry ground


And it was so.

10         And God called 
to the dry ground 
                                 




Earth/land

        & he called
to the gathering of the waters        





Sea(s)

And God saw that it was good.

11      Then God said

Let the earth sprout sprouts



Plant seeding seed



Tree  fruit making fruit     according to its kind 





with its seed in it





on the earth

And it was so. 

12         And the earth sprouted sprouts


Plant seeding seed


according to its kind


& Tree making fruit with its seed    
according to its kind.


 And God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening was and the morning was third day.


	24 And God said,

Let the earth produce     living creature
according to their kind,




Livestock




& crawling animals 




& wild animals,            according to its kind.
And it was so.

25 
And God made 
living things of the earth                                      




according to their kind


& 

livestock 
                                                                 




according to its kind


& 

every animal crawling on the ground(adama)    




according to its kind

And God saw that it was good.

26 
Then God said,

Let us         make man(adam) in our image, in our likeness


& let them    rule    
over  fish of the sea



& 
       
over bird of the heavens


& 
       
over the livestock


& 
       
over all of the earth


& 
       
over every crawler crawling on the earth.

27 So 
God 


created the man in his image. 


In image of God he      
created him

              Male and female he     
created them.

28 & 
God


blessed them, 

& 
God                                  
said to them

                               Be fruitful! 
and increase! 

                               & fill! the earth 
and subdue! her

                               & rule!    
over fish of the sea

                                &            
over bird of the heavens 

                                &            over every living animal crawling on the earth.

29 
Then God said

               See, I give to you   every plant bearing seed    



which is on the face of the whole earth

                &

every tree   which in it fruit 
of the tree 






seeding seed.

                
It will be to you for food.
30 
And to every beast of the earth

& to every bird of the heavens


& to every animal crawling on the earth

                     

everything that has the breath of life in it


(I have given) 
every kind of green plant for food.


And it was so.

31 
And God saw all that he had made


& see, very good.

And evening was and morning was the sixth day.



	2.1 So finished were
the heavens 


& 
the earth, 

 
& 
all of their array.


	2.2 So finished was God         by the seventh day           his work                 





which he did

& ceased/rested
on the seventh day          from all his work   





which he did.

2.3  
& God       blessed
the seventh day


& he          made 
            it holy

               Because on it he    ceased/rested        
from all his work






that God created to do




