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CICC Cafe: Biblefresh Insights

Aim for the Series: 

1. To discover the way God writes – the biblical (Hebrew) worldview, culture, literature

2. To develop new skills in enjoying and meditating on the inspired text of scripture
3. To appreciate the benefits that come from studying Torah in fellowship with others

Session 5:
In the Beginning – An Example of Woven Text
1. Gathering and socialising

a. Welcome people as they arrive, encourage to obtain refreshments and to join a table
b. Small groups at tables

i. Introduce each other and share any insights from last week on the Decalogue and Woven Text ideas
ii. Cut up the text of Genesis 1, using the scissors on each table.  (Also highlighting pens should be available on each table for later).
iii. Also have a second sheet in their handout with the Unit that is for reading whole
c. Formal Welcome, and Prayer

2. Review the Series and the learning so far
a. The Series, Biblefresh Insights – celebrating the Biblefresh year, the 400th Anniversary of the King James Version.  This Cafe series is to give people fresh ways to study the Bible
b. Review the first four sessions

i. Session 1 – Called ‘Glory to God – Speaking with Angels’ Tongues – parallelism within one verse

ii. Session 2 – The Lord is my Shepherd – parallelism across 6 verses, one whole psalm

iii. Session 3 – Behold my Servant – parallelism across 15 verses, one whole Song
iv. Session 4 – How does God write?  The concept of woven text

c. Remind of Parallelism and Inverted Parallelism
d. But God speaks everywhere in parallel – text set out in verses and in units in parallel or woven text 
e. Seeing the text ‘in depth’ – the 3D insight on the scriptures – as seen in one verse, one psalm, one chapter/unit
f. Notice particularly how God wrote the Decalogue – across on the two sides alternately 

g. So creating a 5 x 2 matrix of commandments – with meaning in the horizontal and the vertical!

h. And so God wrote in stereo!

i. Two speakings – Teaching and Prophetic messages

j. Not surprising, as much of ancient writing was in tables and mirror images

k. And the ancient technology of making patterns was by weaving!

l. We are going to illustrate this with the very first chapter in the Bible!  Surely, this is foundational in more ways than one!

3. Exercise

a. Look at the text of Genesis 1 – written out in literal and in analysed form, to speed the process
b. Working in pairs, arrange the text in verse order

c. Show the overall structure – beginning, finishing and formation in the middle

d. Now, notice the six days of creation – show the opening clause and the closing sentence each time

e. How many creations on each day?  What are they?

f. Notice the structural elements – 1-3 and 4-6
g. Put the 2 lots of 3 days in parallel

h. Now notice the last two blocks of text – both start with the verb ‘finished’ – put in parallel
i. Now first verse – starts with ‘In the beginning’ – second verse put in parallel
j. Now split the table groups up –giving one row to each table

k. Meditate on the parallels in the row you have been given (and each group try to see the difference between the two columns?)
l. Come back together in plenary, and share the insights you have gained on each row and column
4. Teaching

a. Look at the simplified Table on the Powerpoint slide – outline the basics
b. Look at the fuller Table on the Powerpoint slide – emphasise the themes
c. The Columns – separation and filling/populating
d. The Rows – the above, the below, the between

e. Like a visual representation of the universe in the structure of the text!
f. Explain the significance of the middle row – between the Above and the Below

i. The Left hand side (Day 2) emphasises ‘separating’, and also is the ONLY day that does not say ‘It was good’ (the other 7 ‘creations’ all have good or very good associated with them – NB. there are two creations on days 3 and 6).  This side seems to be hinting at the issue of separation from the Above and the Below as not good!

ii. The Right hand side (Day 5) emphasises the filling of the between spaces.  It emphasises LIFE – living beings everyone, teeming, flying.  But two kinds of living beings – the ones in the waters below – full of teeming life, but in the waters below.  The other kind, winged birds, flying ‘above the earth, across the face of the expanse of the heavens’.  Emphasising that there are living beings that are connecting the below (earth) with the above (heaven).  They rise above the earth, and connect with heaven, because they have ‘wings’.  The only other creatures in the Bible that have wings are ‘angels’.  Wings are needed to connect with heaven!

iii. Thus the structure of the Torah mirrors the structure of the Universe, and also it presents spiritual truth – centred on ‘the Between’, and the challenge of the between being about Separation, or about Connection!
g. Briefly demonstrate that the 3x2 structure of creation is mirrored also in the whole of Genesis, with the first three units matching the first three days of creation, and the last three units matching the last three days of creation!

h. Briefly demonstrate the 5 row structure of Unit 1 of Genesis also mirrors the five books of Moses, with Genesis being like the Prologue, Deuteronomy being like the Epilogue and the ‘history’ books being like the rows of creation.

i. Briefly demonstrate that this mirroring can be seen in detail, with the flow of the five books flowing towards the Centre of the Tabernacle, and the Ark of the Covenant, in Unit XIX of Leviticus and then flowing out towards the blessing in the land.

j. Explain that all the units of the Torah, as presented here, are available on Moshe Kline’s web page for free download – see below

5. Homework!
a. Do some further meditation on the text of Genesis 1
6. Resources – see handout. 
a. Read Moshe Kline’s paper on The Creation Weave

http://chaver.com/Torah-New/English/Articles/The%20Creation%20Weave.htm 

b. Download the whole of the Structured Torah from Moshe Kline’s web site:

http://chaver.com/Torah-New/English/Text/The%20Structured%20Torah%20(JPS%201917).pdf 

c. Explore the Interlinear Bible on the web

d. Purchase Fox’s translation of The Five Books of Moses

e. Purchase Alter’s translation of The Five Books of Moses
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